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Curriculum and Standards Meeting Minutes 
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SAN JUAN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Curriculum, Standards, Instructional, and Student Services Board Advisory Committee 

Regular Committee Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, March 15, 2017 

Board Room 
 
SJUSD 
3738 Walnut Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
(916) 971-7216 
 
Members Present: Edric Cane, Tory Crowder, Gary Elazier, Etta Sikich, Robert Thacker, Tamara 

Wahlquist 
Staff/Guest Present: Vanessa Adolphson, Melissa Bassanelli, Freddie Bryant, Stacey Hernandez, Sue 

Hulsey, Jon Leister, Jane Nosal, Matt Rowland 
Board Member Present: Mike McKibbin 
Members Absent: Donna DeMartini, Deanna Fernandes, Colmar Figueroa-Mosely, Judy Flora, 

Kathy Hemeon, Ron Pyle 
Call to Order/Introductions Gary Elazier called the meeting to order with introduction at 6:31 p.m. 
Visitors Comments:  None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
New High School Courses: 

 Professional Learning and Curriculum Innovation staff provided the committee with five new high school 
courses. Additional courses will be coming to the committee at the next meeting.  

 Jon Leister and Matt Rowland provided the committee with information on the Advance Placement (AP) 
Computer Science Principles course. This is a one-year, 10-credit course for grades 9 through 12. The course will 
introduce students to the main concepts of computer science, having them engage in computational thinking 
and learning on how computers influence the world.  The prerequisite for the course is passing IM 1.  The course 
is not necessarily a coding course, but will explore how the internet works and how computer security works. 
The course is very hands-on and will have a traditional style AP style performance base test.  

o Committee – Is there a follow-up course being developed? 
 Staff-Code.org created the course and this is the last course in the series.  They started by 

creating an elementary and middle school course. This course will take students into the college 
courses needed if this is an area the student wants to pursue.  

o Committee-Can 9th graders take the course and in what subject area do students receive the credit? 
 Staff- 9th grade students can take the course if they completed IM 1 in8th grade. This course is 

not yet a substitute for a third year of math, but could be in the future.  Right now the student 
would receive elective credits.  

o Committee- If this is a hands-on course, will it be an issue for low income students who can’t afford a 
computer? 
 Staff-Computers will be provided for all students in the classroom. The course is also web-based, 

so if a student can access the internet they will be able to work on the course. There are some 
parts of the course that a computer or the internet is not needed (unplugged).  

o Committee- A Computer literacy course should be a requirement for all students instead of an 
afterthought that may even not become a permanent offering.   
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 With board approval the class would begin in the fall of 2017.  
o Committee-Is there anything of this type being offered for 6th grade Encina students? 

 Staff- 6th grade students would not be able to take this course.  There are other courses 
available but there is not a teacher at Encina teaching a course right now.  Matt is piloting a 
middle school course now. If this is something the district adopts, teachers will need to be 
trained in the next year and it could be available in the fall of 2018. 

 Financial Math, and Mathematical Modeling courses were created by district staff.  
 Stacey Hernandez provided the committee with information on the Financial Math and Mathematical Modeling 

courses. Financial Math and Mathematical Modeling courses are one-year, 10-credit courses for grades 10 
through 12. The Mathematical Modeling course provides an opportunity for enhancing students’ development 
of standards for mathematical practice and is a problem-based curriculum that will provide a deeper 
understanding of some IM 1 standards and an introduction of IM 2 standards. There is no prerequisite for 
Mathematical Modeling course and the prerequisite for the Financial Math course is passing IM 2. The Financial 
Math course could be used as a third year math course instead of taking IM 3. The course will provide real-life 
math skill, such as using a checkbook and calculating interest. 

o Committee- Do you have any data related to the IM 1 and/or Math Modeling courses? 
 Staff-Did not have any with them at this time. 

o Committee-The skills for the Financial Math course don’t look very comprehensive, not compared to IM 
2, it seems more like Economic course standards. There is no mention of the Time-Value-of-Money 
equation that is used to calculate loans and mortgages as well as a tool for retirement planning. The 
skills that students would be expected to learn are not specified. 
 Staff-Once the course is approved the staff will develop the skills and scope of sequence for the 

course.  
o Committee – What is the rational for IM 2 being the prerequisite? 

 Staff-IM 2 meets graduation requirements, these two courses provide an alternative to IM 3 as a 
third year math course. The IM 1 course covers many of the areas that will be reinforced in 
these courses, but they expand on them for better mastery. 

o Committee-The Pre-calculus course is a very good parallel to IM3 and seems like it would be a good 
third year math course. Leave out the chapters on trigonometry and analytic geometry. Call it something 
like Precalculus A, similar to Algebra 1A designation, etc. 
 Staff-The Pre-calculus textbook is being used to support the IM 3 course. The Financial Math and 

Mathematical Modeling courses tie into college and career readiness and provide additional 
options for students for the third year required course.  

o Committee – The National Standards in K-12 Personal Finance Education, Standard 6, says analyze the 
requirements of contractual obligations. Does this mean how to read and understand contracts? 
 Staff-Yes, it would in terms of finance contracts, starting your own business or getting a loan, 

etc. 
o Board-These math courses are another way of getting higher math skills in a course, probability, 

statistics, and provide the same kind of rigor as IM 3. 
 The Mathematical Modeling course was developed last spring and has been piloted this year.  This course can 

provide a bridge for IM 2 students who completed IM 1 but struggled. It will fill in some of the gaps and work to 
increase knowledge in algebra. It has a different approach to mathematics and involves the growth mindset 
work.  Hopefully over time we will not need this course.  One teacher per high school will teach this course. 

o Committee- The Mathematical Modeling course is a central theme of the CC Math Standards, is it 
correct that no math credit will be given for the course? 
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 Staff – University of California Office of the President (UCOP) will not recognize it as a math 
course. The course is being piloted at all high schools except Encina and Mira Loma. 

o Committee –In the Math Modeling course are the students repeating the standards from IM 1? 
 Staff- Yes.  

o Board – Any thoughts working on growth mindset to providing a substitute course for IM 1? 
 Staff- It has been bounced around and there is a team working around IM 1 and the students 

who are not passing.  We have been discouraged from adding another course and instead look 
at more supports for 5th through 8th grade students.  

 Jane Nosal, teacher at Casa Roble High School provided information on the Organic Chemistry course. The 
course is a one-year, 10-credit course for students in 10th through 12th grades.  It is an elective course for 
students interested in chemical and biological sciences.  It is aimed to increase student understanding of 
mechanisms involved in popular organic reactions. It is strongly encouraged that students planning on pursuing 
studies and careers in the medical and biological field as well as careers in chemistry and engineering take this 
course.  The prerequisite for the course is a C or higher in Honors or General Chemistry. Currently the course is 
undergoing review in hopes students can receive UCOP credits.  

o Committee- It looks like it is a one semester course? 
 Staff-It will be offered at Casa Roble which is a block school, students complete a year course in 

one semester but each class is longer than the traditional school class.  
o Committee-Could this be integrated in a CTE course? 

 Staff-Yes.  
o Board-Is this a substitute for chemistry?  

 Staff- No, the student would need to take chemistry first. Organic Chemistry is its own course 
and doesn’t take the place of any course. 

 Freddie Bryant provided information on the Restorative Justice Advocacy course. The course is a one-year, 10 
elective credits course for students in grades 9th through 12th. Within the context of restorative justice 
frameworks, students will learn about the school to prison pipeline and implications of zero tolerance policies 
pushing at-risk students into juvenile and criminal justice systems. Restorative practices aim to increase cultural 
awareness and social issues affecting high school students. There are no prerequisites for the course. Currently 
this instruction is provided in a “club” type format. This course will keep from pulling students out of regular 
instruction classes frequently for training and outreach.  

o Committee- This course seems to have some similarities to the Alanon/Alateen program, which is a 
worldwide fellowship that offers help to teens that have family or friends recovering from addictions. 

 If members have additional questions submit them to the committee chair and answers will be distributed to 
the committee. 

 
Board Policy and Administrative Regulations 6142.1 Comprehensive Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention 
Instruction: 

 Melissa Bassanelli, Director, Professional Learning and Curriculum Innovation, provided the committee with 
information regarding Board Policy (BP) 6142.1 and Administrative Regulations (AR) 6142.1, Comprehensive 
Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention Instruction. In January 2016 California adopted a new law, The California 
Health Youth Act, Education Code (ED) 51930-51939. The policy requires school districts to provide integrated, 
comprehensive, accurate, and unbiased comprehensive sexual health, and HIV prevention education at least 
once in middle school and once in high school. SJUSD provides this instruction in 5th grade too.  

 The intent of the CA Healthy Youth Act is to ensure students develop knowledge and skills necessary to protect 
their sexual and reproductive health from HIV and other infections, develop healthy attitudes concerning 
adolescent growth and development, and have healthy, positive, and safe relationships, and behaviors. 
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 The policy will shift instruction from solely HIV prevention to comprehensive sexual health instruction, including 
new language about relationship abuse and sex trafficking. It will strengthen requirements that instruction and 
materials be appropriate for students of all sexual orientations and genders and include updated existing HIV 
prevention education mandates.  

 The committee will be reviewing all materials as well as updating the BP and ARs.  The BP will outline what is 
stated in the law and required of the district.  The AR locks down the how to of instruction, it directs staff on 
what to do and how to do it.  The BP will go to cabinet and then to the board for approval.  The ARs are 
approved only by cabinet.  

 In elementary participation in the instruction will be “opt out” which is a shift from current policy is “opt in,” 
participation in surveys will be “opt in.” The topics will align with Health Education Content Standards.  Also, 
gender identity is taken into consideration when segregating by gender for instruction.  

 For secondary, there will be significant changes from HIV prevention to comprehensive sexual health education. 
This will include updated information about nature and treatment of HIV and sexually transmitted infections, 
discussion of social views on HIV and AIDS, information on legally available pregnancy outcomes, and 
information about sexual harassment, sexual assault, adolescent relationship abuse, intimate partner violence, 
and sex trafficking.  

 Paula Baucom, TOSA, provided the leadership with this policy and has worked with several departments as well 
as student groups to get input.  

 Next steps will be on April 3rd to present to Superintendent’s Cabinet, April 18th present to the Board of 
Education, and in May and/or June loop back with the committee to discuss next steps for implementation.  

o Committee- The instruction has been given in grades, 5, 7, and 9. Students in 9th grade receive the 
instruction during their health class and many students now take this class online over the summer. Is 
this still going to be an option? I have some concerns about what will be taught and who will be around 
to answer questions. When the class is given online a student can take the course at home and parents 
are around to answer questions. 
 Staff- This is good information, this will be discussed as we move forward. The committee will 

have input on materials.  
o Committee-Will parents be notified of changes and have time to give input.  

 Staff-The curriculum has not been updated since 1999. A process will be put together that will 
give the community opportunity to provide input.  

o Committee- On the second page, first paragraph of the BPs the sentence reads:  This advisory 
committee shall represent a divergence of viewpoints and may advise on the implementation and 
evaluation of the district’s comprehensive sexual health education program.  Is “divergence” the correct 
word for this statement? 
 Staff-We will take a closer look at this.   

o Committee-Are students of all genders in the same room during instruction and is the instructor female 
or male? 
 Staff-In SJUSD segregation by gender is usually only at the elementary level, this is not a law in 

California. This is something the committee can discuss.  At the elementary level there are more 
female teachers than male teachers and when possible male teachers are instructing male 
students and female teachers instructing female students. At the secondary level students have 
not been segregated and both male and female teachers instruct the course.  

o Board- In your experience, in the past how many families have “opted out?” When is information about 
the instruction shared with parents?  
 Staff-When I was a principal at the elementary level not one family opted out, but many wanted 

to view the curriculum prior to student instruction.  
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 Staff-At the middle school level we had very few families opt out. Information is shared with 
parents at the beginning of the year and then as the instruction date is closer the information 
will be shared again through a newsletter or other communication used by the school.  

o Committee- Is there a district policy on how the material can be viewed?  Can it be sent home with 
parents or does it need to be viewed by the school site? 
 Staff-There is no written policy and this is something the committee can discuss. With the 

advancement in technology there are many more options. 
o Committee- In 7th grade, the instruction has been given during science class - it is part of the textbook 

instruction.  Will this be the same in the future? 
 Staff-We are waiting for the state to make their recommendation on science instruction.  It will 

be part of the science class, but right now we will need to look at supplemental material.  
 In the BP, page one, paragraph three, the last sentence is:  Instruction in grade 5 shall be based on applicable 

topics from the Health Education Content Standards for California Public Schools. The recommendation is to add 
at the end of the sentence, “and California Healthy Youth Act.” 

 
Approval of Minutes: 

 Tabled – No Quorum  
 
Chairperson’s Comments/Committee Business: 

 Gary attended a meeting called by the superintendent with Melissa and other board appointed committee 
chairs and staff liaisons to update all committee bylaws. The update was done to set a standard and alignment 
of all committee bylaws. The proposed updated bylaws will be brought to the committee for review at the April 
19th meeting.  

 Gary attended the FT&F committee meeting on March 7th.   
 Gary will be attending the Parent Academy on March 16th and is hoping to encourage parents to join the 

committee.  Currently there are three vacancies on the C&S committee.  
 
Reports to be Heard: 

 Board Member: 
o Mike attended the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) visit at Mira Loma and Rio 

Americano High Schools. It was very interesting to hear what other people say as they look at our 
schools.  Many of the visiting team made positive comments about our System of Professional Growth 
(SPG) for teachers. The team also looked at our growth in technology compared to our growth of 
teachers.  SJUSD had a larger growth of teachers. 

o There is a tentative agreement with San Juan Teachers Association (SJTA) for a two-year contract.  SJUSD 
may need to make a few cuts to the budget.  The agreement included the school calendar for three 
years.  

 Staff Member: 
o Melissa thanked the committee for providing their initial input to the new BP and ARs coming to them.  

This is a very sensitive subject and the committee will be asked to review much more information in the 
future.  

o There is a lot of excitement around the new adoptions and the great quality of material coming to the 
district.  

o Sue- Melissa and I are part of the negotiating team and are very excited about the tentative agreement 
with SJTA. The district has not had a two-year contract with SJTA in 20 years.  

 Others: 
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o Bob suggested posting the C&S agenda online like the Board agenda is posted, with the backup material 
separate from the agenda to make it easier for public review.  Stacey will talk with the webmaster to see 
if this is possible. 

 
Future Agenda Items: 

 April 
o New Courses (A) 
o Textbook Adoption (A) 
o LCAP (D&I) 
o Committee Bylaws (A) 

 May 
o Reporting to Parents(D&I) 
o Multi-Tiered System of Support Update (D&I) 

 June 
o Equity Update (D&I) 

 Committee Requests 
 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned by Gary at 8: 12 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Stacey Packard 
Committee Secretary  


